
Unit 3 - 3rd Grade - Social Studies - Physical Features of Missouri  

Grade Level: 3 
Unit Name: Physical Features of Missouri 
Pacing: 3 weeks 

Priority Standards:  
 
3.EG.5.B.a 
Name and locate major cities, rivers, 
regions, and states which border 
Missouri. 
 
3.EG.5.C.a 
Identify and compare physical 
geographic characteristics of 
Missouri. 
 
3.EG.5.F.a 
Identify regions in Missouri. 
 
3.EG.5.F.b 
Compare regions in Missouri. 
 
3.RI.6.A.a 
Compare cultural characteristics of 
regions in Missouri. 
 

Learning Targets: 
 
I can name & locate the major cities 
in Missouri. 
 
I can name & locate the major rivers 
in Missouri. 
 
I can name & locate the regions in 
Missouri. 
 
I can name & locate the bordering 
states of Missouri. 
 
I can identify the physical geographic 
characteristics of Missouri. 
 
I can compare and contrast the 
physical geographic characteristics 
of Missouri. 
 
I can name & locate the Glaciated 
Till Plain. 
 
I can name & locate the Osage 
Plains. 
 

Supporting Standards:  
 
3.TS.7.E.c 
Use appropriate sources to 
investigate social studies’ questions. 
 
3.TS.7.D.a 
Present social studies’ research to 
an audience using appropriate 
sources. 
 

3.TS.7.A.b 
Create and use artifacts to share 
information on social studies’ topics 
(e.g. building structures, and 
materials, works of art representative 
of cultures, fossils, pottery, tools, 
clothing, and musical  
Instruments. 
 
3.EG.5.A.a 
Read and construct historical and 
current maps. 
 
3.EG.5.B.b 
Describe and use absolute location 
using a grid system. 
 



I can name & locate the Alluvial 
River Plain. 
 
I can name & locate the Ozark 
Highlands. 
 
I can name & locate the Mississippi 
Lowlands. 
 
I can compare & contrast the 
features of the 5 regions of Missouri. 
 
I can compare the cultural 
characteristics of Missouri with other 
states in the nation. (language, 
celebrations, customs, holidays, 
artistic expression, food, dress, 
traditions) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
3.EG.5.c.b 
Describe human geographic 
characteristics of Missouri. 
 
3.EG.5.D.a 
Describe how people of Missouri are 
affected by, depend on, adapt to and 
change their physical environments 
in the past and in the present. 
 
3.EG.5.E.a 
Describe how changes in 
communication and transportation 
technologies affect people's lives. 
 
3.EG.5.G.a 
Explain how geography affected 
important events in Missouri history. 
 
 
 
 
 

Big Ideas: 
 
Students will learn about the regions 
and bordering states of Missouri. 
 

Essential Unit Questions: 
 
What do maps and primary sources 
“Show me” about Missouri? 
 

Vocabulary: 
 
Continent, hemisphere, ice age, 
plateau, grid, latitude, longitude, 
degree, parallel, meridian, 



Students will learn how geography in 
Missouri affected the state's history. 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


